School Visit Case Study
Kemnay Academy - May 2014
The Science Faculty within Kemnay Academy was delighted to participate in the BP Student Tutoring Scheme in 2014. Ms Sandra
Buchan, Link Teacher for the scheme and Principal Teacher of the Science Faculty gladly welcomed the support from Candace Payne, an
MSc Chemistry Postgraduate student from the University of Aberdeen in the S3 Chemistry Level 4 CfE classes.

Candace shared her breadth of experience with pupils describing
different strands of chemistry, encouraging their curiosity. She
proved to be a very positive role model, highlighting the importance
of chemistry and STEM subjects for future study and career options.
In practical terms she was invaluable during experiment times,
setting high standards by modelling safe practice and being that
essential ‘extra pair of eyes’. She contributed to discussions;
encouraged groups to stay on task and made individuals feel special
when given extra support and time to support their learning.

Our BP Tutor was conscientious, friendly and
approachable, accommodating and overall an
asset to the Faculty.

Candace proved to be a real asset to the teaching
staff within the Science Faculty, sharing a different
adult perspective, a calming presence and made
them think more about their chemistry and how
they teach the subject.
At the BP Tutoring Awards Ceremony in April 2014,
Ms Buchan and four S3 Pupils (Gudrun, Patricia, Amy
and Fiona) commented that “Candace was confident,
enthusiastic, that if they didn’t understand she would
take time to explain, and overall that she will be missed
within the classroom!” Regarding the ceremony
Ms Buchan commented “I thought that the final
presentation event was excellent! A lovely way to mark
the work that the students had done.”

Candace, during the same ceremony shared her
experience at Kemnay Academy, enthusing that she
thoroughly enjoyed her placement, despite getting up at
5.30am in order to catch three buses to get to school! She
is currently a STEM Ambassador so is involved in various
STEM activities with children but on a one-off basis so
wanted to get to know pupils over a period of time, to see
familiar faces and get a glimpse of the impact she made.
She had lots of encouragement throughout her youth so
wanted to do the same for others.

Maria Walker, Director of Education for
Aberdeenshire Council congratulates Candace
on her successful placement, presenting her
with a ‘Certificate of Participation’.

The teachers were very appreciative
and the students generally liked my
input and tips.

